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by  Susan  Wood 


DR.  DELLINGER 


Twenty-eight  years  ago  (U)49)a  young  man 
from  Dodge  City,  Kansas,  wirnl  a doctorate  from 
Teachers  College,  Columbia  University,  in  New 
York,  arrived  in  Joliet  to  start  a music  education 
department  at  JJC.  At  the  close  of  the  1976-77 
school  year,  this  same  man,  Dr.  Hal  Dellinger 
retired. 

That  “Doc”  Dellinger  lived  up  to  his  contract 
there  can  be  no  doubt  for  he  leaves  behind  him  one 
of  the  strongest  two-year  music  education  depart- 
ments in  the  country.  At  first  he  was  the  only  full- 
time faculty  member  in  the  department.  Today, 
there  are  four  plus  several  others  serving  on  a part- 
time  basis. 

Not  long  after  his  arrival  to  introduce  the  two- 
year  curriculum,  Dr.  Dellinger  added  other  music 
activities  to  strengthen  the  department.  A band 
was  organized  and  soon  began  making  appearances 
at  basketball  games  and  student  assemblies.  Next 
came  the  organization  of  the  Junior  College  Little 
Symphony  under  the  baton  of  Peter  Labella.  A 
Mother’s  Day  concert  featuring  the  choir  and  the 
symphony  on  May  14,  1950,  was  a musical  triumph 
of  Dr.  Dellinger’s  first  year. 

Early  in  1951  with  the  encouragement  of  an  ad- 
visory committee  composed  of  some  of  the  leading 
musicians  in  the  community,  an  Oratorio  Society 
was  started.  Its  rendition  of  The  Messiah  in  De- 
cember, 1951,  was  another  triumph,  not  only  for 
the  oratorio  group,  but  also  for  the  Junior  College 
Little  Symphony  that  accompanied  it. 

Each  year  the  department  grew  stronger  and  stu- 
dent musicals  became  annual  events.  Alumni  quick- 
ly become  nostalgic  as  they  recall  some  of  the  stu- 
dent productions  of  the  50’s  and  60’s  featuring  the 
choir,  the  swing  and  concert  bands,  quartets,  quin- 
tones,  and  the  orchestra.  The  special  arrangements 
by  Eddie  Bishop  and  the  choreography  by  Vera 
Thalrose  and  her  dancers  were  added  highlights 
of  each  production.  Many  will  recall  “R  S V P,” 
the  tributes  to  Rodgers  and  Hammerstein,  Jerome 
Kern,  Cole  Porter,  and  Irving  Berlin,  “Spring 
Swing,”  “Stairway  to  the  Stars,”  and  “Sounds  in 
Music,”  to  name  a few.  Lasting  friendships  have 
been  the  outgrowth  of  all  this  participating  in  the 
music  productions,  in  the  inevitable  cast  parties, 
(many  of  them  in  the  Dellinger  recreation  room) 
and  in  those  annual  tours  to  the  outlying  hign 
schools  to  present  music  programs  and  to  tell  the 
junior  college  story.  The  70’s  brought  the  Fine 
Arts  Festivals,  occasions  in  which  the  art,  music, 
and  drama  departments  exhibited  their  talents. 
Music  students  have  had  leading  roles  in  several 
operettas  produced  by  the  drama  department  in 
the  last  several  years. 

The  strength  of  any  department,  of  course,  de- 
pends on  its  staff.  Through  the  years  Dr.  Dellinger 
has  insisted  on  the  best  available.  William  Krause, 
an  outstanding  instructor  of  woodwinds  and  music 
theory,  is  now  the  senior  member  of  the  depart- 
ment. Larry  Moore,  now  on  leave  to  continue  his 
doctoral  program  at  Northwestern,  has  won  acclaim 
as  the  choral  director  of  the  Chanteurs  and  the 
community  chorus.  The  jazz  and  concert  bands 
under  Jerry  Lewis,  who  suceeds  Dr.  Dellinger  as 
department  chairman,  are  much  in  demand  for  con- 
certs in  the  area.  High  schools  in  the  district  look 
forward  to  the  annual  visits  of  the  college  bands- 
men. 

Evidence  of  the  strong  music  department  is  re- 
flected in  the  achievements  of  the  alumni.  It  is 
impossible,  of  course,  to  know  the  whereabouts  of 
all.  They  are  scattered  across  the  nation.  Many 
are  pursuing  successful  careers  in  distant  places, 
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David  F.  Beery  ’69  is  working  in  the 
Quality  Assurance  Department  of  Fire- 
stone Tire  & Rubber  in  Decatur,  111. 

Class  of  1968  to  hold  10th  Reunion  at 
Alumni  Banquet  April  28,  1978. 

CLASSES  ’70- 

Joseph  F.  Macko  ’70  is  living  in  Gar- 
den Grove,  California.  He’s  a graduate 
of  California  State  Univ.  at  Long  Beach 
and  is  a junior  test  engineer  at  KVB 
Engineering. 

Keith  Berger  ’70  is  a laborer  in  steel 
fabrication  for  Legris  Mfg.,  Inc.,  in 
Kankakee. 


Chosen  Teacher  of  the  Year  at  Wil- 
mington High  School  last  year,  Patricia 
S.  Morrison  Benson  ’70  received  her  BA 
from  the  College  of  St.  Francis. 

Larry  Yunker  ’70  combines  teaching 
at  Minooka  Jr.  High  with  dairy  farm- 
ing. Married,  Yunker  is  a township 
trustee. 

One  of  our  newest  board  members, 
Terri  Loutos  ’70,  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  just  receiving  her  Master’s  Degree 
in  Guidance  & Counseling  from  Illinois 
State. 

Mary  D.  Dunn  '71  is  teaching  at  Wil- 
co  Area  Career  Center. 


An  audio-visual  aide  at  LockDort  East 
High  School,  Michael  Markwell  ’71  has 
recently  had  published  a free-verse 
poem  entitled  “Review;  To  The  Author 
Of  My  Soul,  With  Love.” 

Paula  Lester  ’72  is  employed  as  sec- 
retary to  the  vice-president  of  the  Bond 
Dept,  at  the  American  National  Bank 
of  Chicago. 

A structural  consultant  for  Roper 
IBG,  Andrew  R.  Partak  ’72  lives  in 
West  Chicago. 

Dennis  Turner  ’73  of  Braidwood  is 
a Purchasing  Agent  at  Koppers  Co., 
Inc.,  of  Chicago. 


Lawrence  P.  Meyer  ’72  is  attending 
SIU  this  fall. 

Now  employed  by  Dominick’s  in  Jo- 
liet, Susan  Adams  Vanderhei  ’73  re- 
ceived her  degree  in  home  economics 
from  Mundelein  College. 

John  E.  Gorski  ’73  is  working  as  an 
accountant  in  Joliet. 

M.  Cheryl  Hills  ’73  is  a lab  technician 
for  Stepan  Chemical  in  Elwood.  She’s 
also  a graduate  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin. 

1974  graduates  are  also  busy.  Carol 
Sandretto  Honiotes  is  teaching  speech 
and  English. 


THOMAS  MORAN 
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brother.  Coming  from  a close-knit  Irish  Catholic 
Illinois  farm  family,  it  wasn’t  a question  of  where 
to  find  a donor  for  Tom,  but  which  one  seemed 
likely  to  have  the  most  compatible  organ  for  the 
transplant. 

In  August,  1970,  Moran  and  his  brother,  Richard, 
were  wheeled  into  the  operating  room.  Moran’s 
diseased  kidneys  were  removed.  He  received  a kid- 
ney from  his  brother.  But,  the  operation  failed 
because  of  trouble  with  blood  clotting. 

During  the  next  two  months,  Tom  lived  in  an 
apartment  close  to  the  Medical  Center  where  he 
had  to  go  each  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday 
for  dialysis. 

In  October,  he  entered  surgery  again  — this 
time  receiving  a kidney  donated  by  his  brother 
Eugene.  Within  24  hours,  Moran’s  body  rejected 
the  kidney.  The  second  operation  was  also  a 
failure. 

Full  of  pain  and  drugs  and  uncertainty,  Tom 
had  to  once  more  go  back  on  the  dialysis  machine. 

The  third  transplant  was  attempted  six  months 
later;  almost  a year  had  now  elapsed.  On  March 
16,  1971,  he  received  a kidney  from  the  body  of  an 
18  year  old  girl  — the  victim  of  an  accident  in 
another  state.  For  three  weeks,  the  new  kidney 
functioned  and  everyone  became  hopeful  of  suc- 
cess. Then  something  went  wrong.  The  doctors 
tried  everything  — even  radiation  — but  the  trans- 
plant had  failed  and  Tom  returned  to  surgery  to 
have  the  kidney  removed.  At  the  same  time,  an 
arterial  bypass  operation  was  done  in  Moran’s 
groin  which  left  him  with  an  open  wound  that  he 
had  to  pack  at  home  for  many  weeks.  The  wound 
was  as  big  as  his  whole  hand. 

Again,  he  had  to  return  to  the  dialysis  machine 
to  sustain  life.  Then,  three  months  later,  in  July, 
he  was  back  in  surgery  for  a fourth  kidney  trans- 
plant. The  donor  was  an  unknown  man  who  had 
died  in  another  state.  Moran  was  discharged  from 
the  hospital  with  everything  progressing  well.  For 
six  weeks,  he  didn’t  have  to  undergo  dialysis.  But, 
suddenly,  it  too  stopped  working.  The  doctors  did 
not  even  remove  the  fourth  kidney. 

Dialysis  became  a way  of  life.  The  Lions  Club 
gave  Moran  a home  machine  in  1972  and  he  had  to 
spend  32  hours  each  week  on  the  machine.  By  1974, 
Moran  wanted  in  some  ways  to  give  up  because 
of  the  suffering  and  endless  complications.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  other  surgeries,  Tom  had  had  49 
“shunt”  operations  to  reroute  his  blood  flow,  39  in 
his  right  arm  and  10  in  his  left.  Eighteen  inches 
of  his  small  intestine  had  to  be  removed  because 
of  an  intestinal  blockage.  Drugs  used  to  combat  a 
bone  marrow  infection  caused  a side  reaction  leav- 
ing Moran  partially  deaf.  His  athletic  body  had 
shrunk  to  125  pounds.  At  that  point  Tom  had  had 
four  kidney  transplants.  Only  one  person  had  un- 
dergone five,  a man  who  died  in  1972. 

With  the  encouragement  of  his  family  and  the 
dedicated  support  of  his  wife,  (the  former  Ann 
Grinton  who  was  a cheerleader  at  JJC  prior  to  her 
graduation  in  1965)  Moran  opted  to  try  again. 
There  were  still  five  willing  donors  from  his 
family. 

Although  the  doctors  were  skeptical,  they  finally 
decided  to  give  the  go-ahead  and  selected  his  36- 
year-old  sister,  Loretta  Ann. 

On  June  12,  1974,  Moran  received  his  fifth  trans- 
planted kidney.  And,  the  operation  was  a success. 
Feeling  “reborn,”  Tom  looked  ahead.  Kidney 
transplant  failures  generally  occur  within  the  first 
year.  That  time  passed  and  the  odds  look  better 
as  more  time  goes  by. 

He  has  a job  at  a local  materials  warehouse  in 
Lexington,  is  active  in  Kidney  Foundation  work 
and  wants  to  write  a book  about  his  experiences 
“to  help  people  understand  kidney  disease  and  to 
help  people  with  transplants.” 

When  people  ask  how  he  kept  going  through  those 
long  years  of  surgery  and  rejection  he  answers, 
“I  read  about  that  man  in  California  — the  one 
who  unplugged  his  dialysis  machine  so  he  could 
die  in  peace.  But,  I once  had  a basketball  coach 
who  told  me,  ‘You’re  a winner.’  I had  to  keep  be- 
lieving that.  And,  I believe  in  God.  Everything  is 
done  with  His  help.” 
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but  there  are  many  in  the  local  area,  too.  Some 
of  both  groups  are  cited  below: 

Cathy  Morrison  Radke,  a popular  college  soloist 
in  the  early  50’s,  lives  in  La  Mesa,  California,  a 
suburb  of  San  Diego.  She  is  a member  of  the  Music 
Makers  of  San  Diego  and  the  Starlight  Opera  Com- 
pany. One  of  her  recent  performances  with  the  lat- 
ter was  with  Beverly  Sills.  She  is  also  soloist  at 
the  Third  Christian  Science  Church.  Her  only 
child,  a daughter,  is  married. 

Spending  the  summer  in  Austria  where  she  is 
studying  voice  is  Annette  Johnson  Johansen  who 
shared  the  spotlight  with  Cathy  Morrison  Radke 
while  at  JJC.  Annette,  a graduate  of  Eastman 
School  of  Music,  taught  voice  at  the  University 
of  Hawaii  before  accepting  a position  at  a college 
in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Michigan,  a year  ago.  A son  is  a 
student  at  Reed  College  in  Oregon;  a twelve  year 
old  daughter  is  at  home. 

Flo  Daniel,  also  a soloist  in  several  productions 
in  the  50s’,  is  with  the  Walt  Disney  Studios  in  Los 
Angeles. 

Dale  Hamilton  has  an  administrative  post  in 
music  in  Denver,  Colorado.  Richard  Walsh  is  di- 
rector of  choral  music  at  the  University  of  Chicago 
Laboratory  School.  Don  Caneva  is  director  of 
bands  at  Arlington  Heights.  Qrland  Holmes  is  at 
Blue  Island  Community  High  School. 

Kathryn  Hays,  the  former  Kay  Gottlieb,  is  now 
a TV  star  on  “As  the  World  Turns.” 

Mike  Haberkorn  holds  both  a bachelor’s  and  mas- 
ter’s degree  from  the  University  of  Illinois.  A sec- 
ond master’s  degree  is  from  Julliard  School  of  Music 
where  he  studied  under  Beveridge  Webster.  The 
completion  of  his  dissertation  and  a recital  are  the 
only  requirements  left  before  he  receives  his  PH.D. 
from  Columbia  University  in  New  York.  Mike 
teaches  at  Wilkes  College  in  Wilkes-Barre,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Within  the  junior  college  district  there  are  a num- 
ber of  alumni  pursuing  careers  in  the  music  field. 
Sandro  and  Helen  Liberatore  Brandolino  are  own- 
ers and  operators  of  the  West  Side  Music  Center. 
Other  alums  are  teachers.  John  Knudson,  Don 
Johnson,  and  David  Swanson  are  employed  by 
Joliet  District  86.  Ted  Lega  is  band  director  at 
Joliet  Township  High  School  Central.  Alice  Fore- 
man Faletti  teaches  at  Braidwood.  Tom  Goodwin 
is  at  New  Lenox.  Linda  Jaskoviak  and  Holly  Cana- 
day  Gregg  are  with  the  Romeoville  schools.  Sergei 
Caspar  is  the  new  band  dirrctor  at  Morris.  Bob 
Anderson,  who  completed  his  degree  program  at 
Lewis  University,  is  at  Channahon.  Jim  Pozzi  is 
band  director  at  Monge  Junior  High  in  Crest  Hill. 
Diane  Planing  is  teaching  at  Wilmington  and  work- 
ing on  a master’s  degree  at  Northern. 

Other  recent  JJC  graduates  have  been  granted 
advanced  degrees  and  are  embarking  on  new  jobs. 
Joe  Jamerson  is  the  new  band  director  in  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  this  fall.  Chris  Wright  is  starting  her  work 
as  a band  director  in  South  Dakota.  Michael  Fiske, 
a 1977  graduate  of  Bradley  University,  is  the  new 
band  director  at  Marseilles,  Illinois.  Christine 
Paputsas,  who  holds  a bachelor’s  from  Illinois 
State  and  a master’s  from  Indiana  University  in 
music  theory,  is  now  enrolled  in  the  Fine  Arts 
Management  Program  at  Indiana.  Malinda 
Matthews  has  just  completed  her  master’s  degree 
at  Illinois  State  with  a major  in  clarinet. 

A lot  has  happened  in  the  music  department  at 
JJC  over  the  last  28  years.  Not  all  touched  by  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  are  pursuing  careers  in  the  music 
field,  but  all  would  agree  that  their  lives  are  richer 
“for  music  has  a way  of  washing  away  from  the 
soul  the  dust  of  everyday  life.” 

Thanks,  “DOC,”  for  your  part  as  a builder  of  a 
great  department. 
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saying,  “I  would  not  be  what  I am  today  without 
my  parents.”  Residents  of  Americus,  Georgia,  now, 
they  have  seen  Happi  through  the  deaths  of  her 
husband,  son  and  brother.  It  was  her  father’s  in- 
fluence that  started  Happi  into  trucking.  She 
says  that  thinking  back  she  feels  she  was  probably 
in  friendly  competition  with  her  brother  for  her 
father’s  attention.  Now  a firm  believer  in  reaching 
out  to  others  and  not  waiting  to  be  noticed  or  be- 
friended, Happi  said  her  father  very  wisely  told 
her,  “Maybe  someone  has  forgotten  to  tell  us  we’re 
important.” 

So,  how  did  an  ex-trucker  from  the  south  get  to 
JJC  and  what  is  she  studying? 

Calling  daily  life  “the  school  of  hard  knocks  from 
which  I never  want  to  graduate,”  Happi  stated, 
“You’re  never  too  old  to  learn!’  Academically  and 
professionally  I hope  I have  many  years  ahead  to 
study  and  work.  No  curriculum  now  exists  for 
exactly  what  I want  to  do  which  is  ‘Criminal  Jus- 
tice Nursing,’  but  JuCo  has  one  of  the  best  nursing 
curriculums  in  the  country,  as  well  as  a great  law- 
enforcement  program,  so  I’ll  probably  try  for  a 
degree  in  both  and  go  on  from  there.  I’ve  always 
been  interested  in  nursing  and  felt  an  empathy  for 
the  underdog.  As  a trucker,  I heard  the  ‘heart 
stories.’  And,  I would  guess  about  30%  of  the  mid- 
dle-income working  class  — truckers,  longshore- 
men, ironworkers  — have  had  some  association 
with  confinement  — primarily  for  crimes  not 
against  society,  but  for  crimes  like  failure  to  make 
support  payments,  etc.” 

Thus  it  would  appear  that  after  breaking  ground 
as  a lady  trucker  Happi  will  now  be  breaking  ground 
with  a new  curriculum.  An  acting  vice-president  of 
JJC’s  Student  Government  Association  in  charge 
of  Cultural-Recreation  Activities,  Happi  volunteers 
many  hours  to  JJC;  she  holds  part-time  jobs  both 
on  and  off  campus;  and  she  carries  a full  course 
load.  Her  hobbies  include  reading,  writing,  deer 
hunting,  fishing,  horseback  riding  and  scuba  div- 
ing. She  reads  everything  she  can  get  her  hands 
on  saying,  “As  we  speak/read,  so  we  grow,  and 
conversation  is  food  for  the  brain.”  She  has  had 
an  article  published  in  REDBOOK  in  1972  — 
“We’ve  Come  This  Far  By  Faith.”  And,  she  speaks 
before  various  clubs  and  organizations  on  her  life 
experiences  and  discoveries. 

“Why  not  slow  down  and  do  less?”  I asked. 

She  said  she  feels  everyone  has  a desire  for 
achievement  but  some  people  don’t  have  self-worth. 
Happi  says  she  feels  something  within  herself. 

“Life  itself  is  not  a challenge  — but  our  activ- 
ities — and  what  we  do  as  we  live  is  a challenge. 
The  way  I live  — what  I do  — it  meets  an  inner 
hunger.  I set  goals.  I budget  my  time.  Sometimes 
I overtax  my  budget,  .but  I don’t  wonder  what  to 
do  next  ...  If  you  cut  out  my  tongue,  I’d  find  a 
way  to  be  heard  — or  if  you  cut  off  my  hands, 
I’d  find  a way  to  show  you.” 

Pleased  with  what  she’s  found  at  JJC  scholas- 
tically, she  also  admires  the  people.  Her  fellow 
students  give  her  a “real  good  feeling”  . . . “young 
people  don’t  look  at  you  as  if  you’re  strange  and 
older  people  accept  you  too”  . . . “Henry  Pillard 
and  J.  D.  Ross  are  administrators  I respect  greatly.” 

Her  immediate  goal  is  her  degree  and  she  quoted 
a recent  letter  from  her  mother  . . . “We  so  look 
forward  to  the  day  when  we  can  see  you  capped 
and  pinned.  It  means  so  much  to  you;  therefore, 
it  means  so  much  to  us.” 

Already  well  traveled,  I asked  what  other  coun- 
try Happi  would  like  to  see  and  she  said  Russia 
with  its  expansive  and  diverse  landscape. 

And,  then  I asked  this  vital  lady  if  she  had  a 
favorite  quote.  She  only  paused  very  briefly  be- 
fore she  quoted  from  Jim  Thorpe,  “Before  I criti- 
cize a man  who  has  walked  a mile,  I try  to  walk  a 
mile  with  him.” 

The  JJC  alums  salute  HAPPI  HALLOWESSI 
BARNES. 
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